tion-contraction coupling, energy metabolism, pH reguladuring ischemia / reperfusion and the slow force response tion, as well as cardiac development and growth. However, to mechanical stretch). However, there remains substantial 1 consideration of Na regulation is often relegated to a controversy concerning both the molecular mechanisms by 1 secondary position in the discussion of cardiac (patho-)-which these [Na ] changer (e.g., via G-protein coupled receptors, ERKs, sincerely hope that this Spotlight Issue on 'Sodium and the [16] Weisser-Thomas J, Piacentino 3rd V, Gaughan JP, Margulies K, Houser SR. Calcium entry via Na / Ca exchange during the action Heart' will be both informative on the issues and also 
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